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each side of the stream, into which cascades often fell, \vas a
path through the forest of bread-fruit trees, ironwood, pandanus,
bouraos, coco-nut palms, and enormous ferns; a vegetation that
became wilder and more impassable, as the middle of the island
was approached. They walked naked except for their pamtst
and each had an axe in his hand. They crossed the stream many
times in order to follow the path that was invisible to Gauguin
but that Jot^pha seemed to be able to trace by smell rather
than by sight, so completely had leaves and flowers and grasses
overgrown it. There was a deep silence, in spite of the
plaintive unchanging noise of the water in the rocks that
appeared almost as a companion to the stillness*
Jotepha walked in front of Gauguin with an animal supple-
ness in his body. To Gauguin it seemed as if he could see in
him a living symbol of the splendid vegetation that surrounded
them, and there seemed to come out of him a scent that filled
the air of the forest. Through Gauguin's mind ran a realisation
of the thorough difference between them, of their age and
origins and race, and of the feelings of friendship that their
love of the same scene had produced between them. Gauguin
found himself ruminating on the similarity of the sexes in
Polynesia, for with races that wear little clothing, the difference
between the sexes is much less evident than in more northern
latitudes.
In Tahiti, the strong air of the forest and of the sea
strengthens the lungs and broadens the shoulders and hips,
while the stones of the beach as well as the rays of the sun do
not spare the women more than the men* The women do the
same work as the men, who possess the same indolence as the
women. In the women there is something virile; in the men
something feminine. This resemblance of the two sexes makes
their relationships simpler while their nakedness eliminates
from their minds all idea of something mysterious and
unknown. They are unaware of the sense of guilt and of the
shameful and furtive complexion of love among civilised
peoples. This lessening of the differences between the two